Committee of Advisors
to the

Great Lakes Fishery Commission

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE COUNCIL OF THE GREAT LAKES FISHERY
AGENCIES’ “DECISION SUPPORT FOR BARRIER/DAM MODIFICATION AND
REMOVAL: GREAT LAKES BASIN PROTOCOL FOR INFORMATION SHARING,
REVIEW AND INPUT”
WHEREAS, Impacts of dams on river and stream ecosystems have, in recent years, resulted in a growing
focus on and public pressure for removal of these structures with the goal of restoring affected ecosystems
to their original state;
WHEREAS, Many local, state, federal and provincial governmental agencies have initiated or funded
efforts to remove or modify dams on streams and rivers throughout North America, including ones on
both Canadian and American tributaries of the Great Lakes;
WHEREAS, Well intentioned dam removal or modification efforts often may not take into account
broader Great Lakes management objectives and may result in unintended impacts such as downstream
mobilization of sediment or upstream transport of contaminants, pathogens, or invasive species such as
the sea lamprey;
WHEREAS, Some dams, while interrupting natural watershed dynamics, serve as effective barriers that
prevent sea lamprey access to spawning habitat which could exponentially increase their impact on
salmon and a wide variety of fish species and cause costly, irreversible damage to the world-class trout,
salmon, walleye, and whitefish fisheries;
WHEREAS, Sea lamprey, although controlled at significant expense by the U.S. and Canadian
governments, remain a serious problem in the Great Lakes and the ecological and economic damages
caused by increased abundances would threaten the robust $7 billion commercial, recreational and tribal
fishery in the Great Lakes;
WHEREAS, Funds needed to effectively control sea lamprey permitted access to new lamprey spawning
habitat resulting from projected dam removals in the U.S. and Canada would likely dramatically increase
the financial burden on both nations; and,
WHEREAS, The aforementioned considerations should be taken into account when analyzing both the
benefits and potential harm of removing dams on Great Lakes tributaries.

The Committee of Advisors consists of both U.S. and Canadian representatives, from First Nation,
commercial, recreational, academic, agency, and public fishery interests in the Great Lakes Basin.
Advisors provide advice to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission; U.S. advisors are nominated by the
State Governors, and appointed by the commission. Canadian advisors are nominated by the Ontario
Minister of Natural Resources and appointed by the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

BE IT RESOLVED, The U.S. and Canadian Advisors to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission
recommend that barrier dam modification and removal proposals be subject to Structured Decision
Making processes with full transparency and stake-holder engagement and independent facilitation.
BE IT FURHTER RESOLVED, The U.S. and Canadian Advisors to the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission recommend all governmental agencies of both nations adopt the Council of Great Lakes
Fishery Agencies’ “Decision Support for Barrier/Dam Modification and Removal: Great Lakes Basin
Protocol for Information Sharing, Review and Input” which calls for improved decision making through
information sharing, review and input and outlines a process for early consultation with the lake
committees and other GLFC groups such as the Sea Lamprey Control Board, U.S. and Canadian Advisors
to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, and Fishery Management Zone Advisory Councils in Ontario –
to ensure that ramifications of increased sea lamprey production and other invasive species impacts are
appropriately considered during review of proposed barrier dam removal projects.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, All federal, state, provincial, and aboriginal jurisdictions notify the
Great Lakes Fishery Commission when any dam removal project on a tributary stream to the Great Lakes
is proposed.
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